
Lepage Center launches strategic consulting
program for COVID-19-impacted business 
June 10, 2020

Trivia Frazier-Wiltz (SSE ’08, M ’12, MBA ’18), president and CEO of
Obatala Sciences, is one of 12 New Orleans entrepreneurs and small
business owners receiving assistance from Tulane students and graduates
through the Lepage Strategic Advisers program.

The Albert Lepage Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at Tulane University’s
A. B. Freeman School of Business launched a new program this week to provide
support to small businesses affected by the novel coronavirus pandemic.

Made possible through a gift from Albert Lepage (MBA ’71), the Lepage Strategic
Advisers program connects Tulane students and recent graduates with
entrepreneurs and small-business owners in the greater New Orleans area in need of
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assistance. The advisers will work for the businesses full-time for the next 10 weeks,
providing immediate services based on each business’s specific needs.

“As New Orleans’ startups and small businesses open up again, they’re facing
serious challenges,” said Rob Lalka, executive director of the Lepage Center. “The
pandemic has hit these businesses hard. Their needs run the gamut right now —
from market research to communications to financial modeling. We’re hopeful that
this extra support will make a real difference for them when they need it most.”

The Lepage Center received more than 60 student applications for the program’s 10
available spots, and participating companies were chosen from more than 50
applicants.

The Lepage Strategic Advisers and their companies are as follows:

Ryan Baker (BSM ’20) Paired with Brass Roots, a healthy snacks brand.

Cameron Gordon (SLA ’20) Paired with Welcome to College, an ambassador
management software and consulting service for higher education admission
offices, and Performance First Digital, a digital media strategy and
placement company.

Gabi Marcus (BSM ’20) Paired with InnoGenomics Technologies, a
biotechnology research and development company with a focus on genetic
testing solutions.

Spencer Olesky (SLA ’20) Paired with Obatala Sciences, a biotechnology
toolkit company that provides products and services to researchers developing
new treatments for diabetes, obesity, and various types of cancer.

https://brassrootsfood.com/
https://www.welcometocollege.com/
https://performancefirstdigital.com/
https://innogenomics.com/
https://www.obatalasciences.com/


Sean Tillery (MBA ’21) Paired with SampleChain, a fraud detection software for
the market research industry.

Josh D’Arcangelo (MBA ’21) Paired with Upriver Solutions, a training,
placement and business solutions provider, and Rhodes Family of
Businesses, a seller of funeral plans and final expense policies to cover
expenses for celebrations of life, burial and cremation.

Christopher Flowers (MBA ’21) Paired with NOLA Brewing, a producer of craft
beers, non-alcoholic sparkling hop'd teas, and now hand sanitizer.

Joshua Lacoste (BSM ’20) Paired with Bacchanal, a hospitality company with
two restaurants and catering company.

Ashley Stuart (SSE ’20, ‘21) Paired with Fluence Analytics, a producer of real-
time measurement tools for polymer reactors.

Hunter Mathas (BSM ’21) Paired with Launch Pad, a national coworking
platform with a focus on having an impact on entrepreneurial ecosystems
across the United States.

“This cohort of students and recent graduates is well-equipped to assist local
companies as they recover from the impact of the pandemic,” said Ira Solomon,
Freeman School dean. “Each of the students and recent graduates has been paired
with companies that most need their particular skill sets, and we look forward to the
outstanding work they will do this summer.”
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