Executive MBA vs. MBA: What Are the
Differences?
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A Master of Business Administration (MBA) can help professionals at every level and
in every sector learn the skills they need to advance their careers. However, highly

experienced professionals do not have the same needs as their early-to-mid-career
counterparts. Fortunately, there is a type of MBA program designed specifically for

working, established leaders: the Executive MBA program.

The differences between Executive MBA and MBA programs are nuanced, but
understanding how each serves its students is vital to making a smart career
investment.

Executive MBA vs. MBA: Definitions


https://freemannews.tulane.edu/2026/08/04/executive-mba-vs-mba-what-are-the-differences
https://freemannews.tulane.edu/2026/08/04/executive-mba-vs-mba-what-are-the-differences
https://freeman.tulane.edu/graduate/compare-mba

An MBA is a graduate-level business degree that teaches students the skills they
need to pursue higher-level career opportunities. This involves strengthening skills
such as communication, human resource management (HRM), data analytics, and
financial accounting. MBA students are typically early-to-mid-career professionals
with limited experience or recent graduates of an undergraduate program.

An Executive MBA is also a graduate-level business degree, but the curriculum is
tailored to experienced professionals who hold leadership positions. Classes cover
many of the same topics as a traditional MBA program, but the focus is more on
helping students apply new skills to challenges their organizations are currently
facing.

Why Earn an Executive MBA or an MBA?

Whether a student enrolls in an MBA or Executive MBA program, the core reason for
doing so is often the same: to learn how to lead a multifaceted organization in an
increasingly global and data-driven landscape. An MBA can help new professionals
be competitive job candidates in this environment. An Executive MBA can help
current leaders adapt.

Data from the Graduate Management Admission Council (GMAC) Corporate
Recruiters Survey — 2025 Report, based on responses from over 1,000 employers,
highlights the real-world benefits of investing in business education:

e A total of 99 percent of employers were confident that MBA graduates could set
their organizations up for success.

e A total of 90 percent of employers worldwide planned to hire MBA-prepared
professionals in 2025. About a third of employers planned to hire more MBAs
than they did the previous year.

e MBA graduates are expected to earn the highest median salary — estimated at
$125,000 by GMAC — compared with other degree holders.

These statistics vary by region and sector, but they demonstrate that earning an
MBA or an Executive MBA can translate into real-world success for graduates,
whether they are pursuing new opportunities within or outside their current
organizations.

How Are an Executive MBA and an MBA Different? A Side-by-Side
Comparison
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In many ways, all MBA programs are similar. They teach comparable skills, offer
hands-on learning opportunities, and allow graduates to advance their careers.
Because each program caters to professionals at different stages in their careers,
the differences between them create entirely different experiences for students.

Curriculum

At a glance, the classes featured in Executive MBA and MBA programs are largely
the same. In both, students take classes on communication, data analytics, HRM,
and similar skills. Degree concentrations and electives allow students to dive deeper
into topics relevant to their careers.

The main difference between an Executive MBA vs. MBA comes down to how the
content is delivered and how students acquire new skills.

In a traditional MBA program, students practice their new skills through homework
assignments, group projects, and other class-based exercises. Executive MBA
students may complete similar coursework, but they often learn new skills by
applying them to challenges they are facing in their current roles.

Hands-On Learning Opportunities

In addition to taking classes, traditional MBA students often hone their skills by
taking part in practicum education, completing capstone projects, and collaborating
on assignments with their university’s industry partners. These opportunities also
allow early-to-mid-career professionals to network with potential mentors and
employers.

Because executive MBA students usually have full-time jobs, practicum education is
not typically part of the curriculum. Instead, networking events and seminars are
often part of the curriculum, allowing students to meet professionals in similar roles
and discover new approaches to current challenges.

Format, Duration, and Class Schedule

Options vary by school, but both Executive and traditional MBA programs are offered
in in-person, online, and hybrid formats. However, classes may be offered on
different schedules.



In a traditional MBA program, students typically take classes during the day a few
times a week. Full-time students can earn their degrees in about two years, but
many schools also offer part-time and accelerated options.

Executive MBA programs often offer night and weekend classes to accommodate the
schedules of busy business leaders. Many programs also hold classes on alternating
weeks. Depending on how a school structures the program, it can take anywhere
from two to three years for students to graduate.

Career Outcomes

As the GMAC survey indicated, employers across the world value the skills MBA
students learn. This means that MBA program graduates can pursue new
management and leadership positions, apply for promotions, negotiate higher
salaries, find new employers, and even pivot to other industries.

Executive MBA students can take advantage of similar opportunities, but due to their
experience, they often pursue C-suite and other executive roles upon graduation.
According to the 2025 EMBAC Student Exit Survey, 40 percent of respondents
received a promotion before graduation.

Explore Tulane University’s World of MBA Offerings

Whether you want to transition seamlessly from a bachelor’s degree to an MBA; take
classes online or part time; or pair your MBA with a degree in healthcare
administration, law, and more, the A. B. Freeman School of Business at Tulane
University offers nine MBA program options that let you create your own

experience.

Regardless of which program you choose, each one is designed around ethical
leadership, efficient resource management, and data-driven decision-making.
Through Tulane’s extensive network of domestic and international partners, you can
test your new skills in real-world settings and graduate with field-tested confidence.
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